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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed on March 8 th , 205, with respect to claims 1-5, 10, 12, 13, 15, 
16, 20 and 25 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The previous office action has 
been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 12, 13, 20 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Springett etal. (US 6,234,171). 

Referring to claim 1, Springett discloses a molded respirator containing sorbent particles 
that comprises a body portion (see figure 5) configured to be placed over a mouth and at least 
part of a nose of a user in order to isolate the mouth and the at least part of the nose of the user 
from the environment such that the dir of respiration is drawn through the body portion, the body 
portion having a baffle layer 54 (see figure 5) having an outer and an inner surface with a 
plurality of projections extending from at least one of the outer and inner surfaces (see figure 6), 
the baffle layer configured to aid in absorbing energy associated with fluid striking the body 
portion and to prevent fluid strike through (see column 3 lines 25-62). 

Referring to claim 2, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the projections and the 
outer surface of the baffle layer 54 define a plurality of interconnected channels (see figure 6) 
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for redirecting the flow of fluid that strikes the body portion, the channels having an orientation 
such that the fluid is directed laterally away from the point of impact of the fluid through the 
channels. 

Referring to claim 3, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the body portion has a 
first layer contacting the projections of the baffle layer; and the body portion has a third layer 
contacting the inner surface of the baffle layer (see figure 5). 

Referring to claim 4, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the first layer is stiffer 
than the baffle layer (see column 3 lines 25-62). 

Referring to claim 5, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the projections (see 
figure 6) are circular pillows. 

Referring to claim 10, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the plurality of 
projections extends from the outer surface of the baffle layer (see figure 6). 

Referring to claim 12, Springett discloses a molded respirator containing sorbent 
particles that comprises a body portion (see figure 5) configured to be placed over a mouth and 
at least part of a nose of a user in order to isolate the mouth and the at least part of the nose of the 
user from the environment such that the air of respiration is drawn through the body portion, the 
body portion having a t least one layer 54 (see figure 5), the layer 54 having an outer layer 
surface facing away from the user when worn and an inner surface facing towards the user when 
worn, the layer having a plurality of projections (see figure 6) extending therefrom, the 
projections aiding in absorbing energy associated with fluid striking the body portion. 

Referring to claim 13, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the body portion has an 
inner facing layer 58 (see figure 5) contacting the skin of the user when worn, an outer facing 
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layer 50 (see figure 5), and a filtration layer 54 (see figure 5) disposed between the inner facing 
layer and the outer facing layer, wherein the layer with the plurality of projections (see figure 6) 
is any of the inner facing layer, outer facing layer, and filtration layer. 

Referring to claim 15, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the outer facing layer is 
stiffer than the filtration media layer (see figure 5). 

Referring to claim 16, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the body portion (see 
figure 5) has an additional layer that is the layer farthest from the user when worn and adjacent 
to the layer having the projections (see figure 6), the additional layer stiffer than the layer having 
the projections (see column 3 lines 25-62). 

Referring to claim 20, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the projections are 
circular pillows (see figure 6 and column 3 lines 25-62). 

Referring to claim 25, Springett discloses an apparatus wherein the plurality of 
projections (see figure 6) extends from the outer surface of the layer having the projections. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Nihir Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272-4803. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 7:30 am to 4:30 pm. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the examiner supervisor Henry Bejwptt can be reached 
at (571) 272 4791. 
NP 

May 12 th , 2005 




